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22.—Value of Merchandise imported into and exported from Canada through the 
United States during the fiscal years ended March 31, 1921-1922. 

4.—Canadian-West Indian Trade. 
In the 18th century the West Indian islands, small though they were in area, 

were considered as of the highest value as colonies, largely because they were the 
chief source of the world's supply of sugar in an age when beet sugar was unknown. 
The colonizing powers of Europe struggled long and bitterly for them, and in 1763 it 
was seriously proposed in England to retain the island of Guadeloupe, which had 
been captured from the French during the Seven Years' war, and hand back Canada 
to the French. 

In the period following the American Revolution, inter-imperial trade was 
confined to British vessels, and the seamen of Nova Scotia played a prominent part 


